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“We now have a real food scarcity which is 
becoming worse, as a result of the military drain 
on farm labor. Any enlargement of the armed 
forces will cause us to fall far short of sup- 
plying the military, lend-lease and ourselves with 
adequate food. We will be on the brink of starva- 
tion if armed forces carry out their threatened 
increases. In fact, acute shortage can be fore- 
stalled only by releasing nearly 1,000,000 sol- 

diers and sailors, for serv- 
ice on our farms.”’—Sen 
JOHN H BANKHEAD, 
of Alabama. 





For those who will not be Mentally Marooned 











Palpitating papas this wk 
felt warm breath of Manpow- 
er Commission on the cervical 
region of the _ vertibrae. 
Breath wasn’t just hot air. 


Nothing new in counsel to 
get into essential industries, 
or else. Purpose of the re- 
lease was to speed up none- 
too-successful effort to divert 
men into direct war produc- 
tion. Effort would be more 
fruitful if under-38 family 
men could feel such transfers 
would provide immunity. But 
policies of Selective Service 
have been so unstable, aver- 
age man hasn’t known what 
to count upon. Only last mo, 
Commissioner McNutt him- 
self said: “As war goes on, 
armed services will almost 
certainly claim every replace- 
able male employee of mili- 
tary age and fitness, in every 
industry, regardless of its es- 
sentiality.” 

This brings us to a lively is- 
sue: the size of our armed 
services. We repeat an opin- 
ion expressed at intervals 
since war was declared: The 
armed services will not, this 
year, attain goal of approz 10 
million men. Doesn’t neces- 
sarily mean military heads 
will be curbed by legislation, 
although that’s a possibility. 
More likely, time will show 
War Dep’t position is unten- 
able if nation’s defense pro- 
duction quotas are to be met 
or approached. Should this 
prove the case, there will be 
no public announcement of 
altered policy; goals will be 
quietly whittled down; exact 
size kept a “military secret.” 

With industry and armed ser- 
vices reaching into same pot, 
if the military has too big a 
grab, industry is likely to be 
left with The Little Man Who 
Isn't There. 











until roses bloom again. 


tioned at least to dealers. 


ee 


PACIFIC: We have several times 
pointed out that the Japs were 
quietly concentrating naval strength 
for another try in the New Guinea 
—Solomons area. Whatever is up, 
there’s every indication that this is 
a major effort to regain the initia- 
tive. If indications are borne out, 
this will be the seventh battle of 
the Solomons. This time we have a 
marked advantage in that long- 
range bombers, based on Guadal- 
canal and in New Guinea, can seek 
out enemy fleet concentrations vir- 
tually anywhere in southern Pacific. 
It would seem that anything less 
than a major Jap fleet concentra- 
tion in this location at this time 
would be merely a sacrificial offer- 
ing. Thus we may well be on eve 
or one of the most crucial tests 
of war to date. 


GERMANY—In Retreat: It is 
well to remind ourselves of one of 
the paradoxes of war. A retreating 
army grows progressively stronger 
as it “advances backward” toward 
its home bases. In part, this is 
psychological. Men fight to defend 
home and hearth in a spirit alien 
to that in which they go out to gar- 
ner territorial swag. A more prac- 
tical reason, in the case of the Ger- 
mans, is that battle lines may be 
shortened. The supply problem is 
eased while, conversely, that of ths 
pursuing Russians becomes mor: 
difficult. We make this point, not 
to minimize great Russian gains, 
but to emphasize that we cannot 


prophesies... 


WOMANPOWER: Defense industries are not getting the 
“new” workers they want. Mostly transfer of working girls 
from relatively poorly-paid to better-paying jobs. Look for 
accelerated program to reach women not now working. 


TAXES: Treasury is alarmed by slow rate of payment on 
42 returns. Will get rude shock at end 1st quarter that will 
clinch “Pay-as-You-go” tax plan. But don’t look for action 


RATIONING: Greatly increased program, including many 
items not commonly mentioned, is brewing. Some tobacco 
products will be rationed by year’s end. Liquor will be ra- 













reasonably expect the present pace 
to continue indefinitely. Although 
Nazi losses have been unprecedent- 
ed, their reserves are huge. No 
matter how deep the retreat, we 
may assume they will presently 
consolidate a line that will offer 
firm resistance. 


FINLAND: We incline to credit 
dispatch by Reuters from Ankara, 
quoting a Berlin report that Fin- 
land threatens separate peace with 
Russia, unless food rations are in- 
creased. Confronted by prospect of 
an allied bridgehead in Norway, as 
we suggested last wk, conceivably 
the Nazis might welcome a non- 
beligerent bulwark between Russian 
and allied forces. 

We disagree with those who hold 
that current peace “feelers” are 
Nazi-inspired. We think they’re 
spontaneous outbursts. Nazi cam- 
paign will hardly come until Ger- 
mans are in better stategic position. 


LABOR: Labor is not satisfied 
with the relative position of wages 
and prices. Wm. Green and Philip 
Murray made their position clear 
in conference with Pres this wk. As 
Green put it, the “little steel” for- 
mula, which limits wage increases 
to 15% above level of Jan. 1, ’41, is 
too rigid. Formula will be put to 
severe test in new contract for bi- 
tuminous mine workers, due Apr 1. 
This group, expected to ask for $1 
day increase, is demanding raise otf 
$2 daily. Anthracite contract is up 
Apr. 30. They'll want more money. 




















Qube 


“He Who Never Quotes, is Never Quoted”—Charles 


Haddon Spurgeon 








“Half the women who try to get 
into WAAC fib about their ages. 
The other day one told me she was 
35, but I doubt if she’ll ever see 6U 
again. If this keeps up, we’re going 
to make them bring in birth certi- 
ficates."—H P ERNEsT, Knoxville, 
Tenn recruiting officer. 


“ ” 


“We must practice nat’l thrift, so 
that today we can have reasonably- 
priced bombs to blast Berlin, and 
tomorrow, reasonably priced wheat 
to feed ourselves and to strengthen 
the weakening bodies of the world’s 
maltreated people.”—From the book, 
Your War and Your Wages, issued 
this wk by OWI. 

“ ” 

“The business of the army and 
navy is to fight, and not to run 
business and direct the civilian 
economy.”—WM M_ JEFFERS, rubber 
administrator, appearing before 
Congress in current effort to secure 
higher priorities for a larger per- 
centage of his synthetic rubber pro- 
gram. 

“ ” 

“It is clear that the ancient 
friendship between Great Britain 
and Turkey, which was slashed 
across by the tragedy of the last 
war, has now been revived in its 
greatest strength and sincerity.”— 
WINSTON CHURCHILL, reporting on 
his conference with Turkish gov't 
and military heads. 

“ ” 

“This meeting of the two leaders 
(Roosevelt & Churchill) is of little 
importance. When the peace comes, 
it will be a Russian-Chinese peace.” 
—An Unnamed Russian represen- 
tative, quoted in Washington. 


‘May we 


Cattle 


you on that?” 





“I say, would you sing one for 
me?” — Prime Minister WuInsTOoN 
CHURCHILL, to a group of singing 
American sailors, encountered in a 
stroll along the beach of Casa- 
blanca. The boys obliged with You 
Are My Sunshine. 


“ ” 


“With manpower running low in 
this country, with Russia and China 
holding vast reserves of manpower, 
and with this country asked to sup- 
ply the maximum of war materials 
for the United Nations, it might not 
be a bad idea to limit the size of 
our armed forces.”—ANDREW J May, 
of Ky, Chairman, House Military 
Affairs Committee. 


“ ” 


“The President is the most 
charming man I have ever seen, 
and Mr. Churchill is a dear.”—Capt 
LOUISE ANDERSON, Denver WAAC 
who reported the Casablanca con- 
ference. 


“< 


“We believed further resistance 
was senseless and criminal, but the 
Fuehrer did not take our opinion 
into consideration.” — Maj-Gen 
Moriz von DrREBBER, commander 
297th Infantry Div, German army, 
trapped at Stalingrad. 


“The prospects are darned good, 
and you can tell the Japs to get 
ready.”—FRANK KNOX, sec’y of Navy, 
asked about prospects for more air 
attacks on Tokio. 

«“ ” 

“As an answer to the mad, crim- 
inal publicity dilemma of Casa- 
blanca, we and our comrades of the 
Axis and the tripartite fact ... 
shall hold until we will be able to 
take up an army to fight.”—BEnrTo 
MUSSOLINI. 

“é ” 

“I used to buy a 15-Ib roast when 
they were all at home. Now, with 
only my husband, my daughter and 
myself, I hardly know how to buy 
and cook.” — Mrs. CHas HUvUBANs, 
Monessen, Pa, voicing her only 
complaint, now that she has eight 
stars in her service flag. She and 
her husband emigrated from Aus- 
tria-Hungary 34 yrs ago. 

“ ” 

“That crazy man will resort to 
poison gas, bateriological warfare 
and everything below the belt.”— 
Jos E Davies, former U S ambassa- 
dor to Russia, commenting on Hit- 
ler’s desperate position. 

“e ” 

“I do not know of any power that 
can compel them to wear hats in 
court, but I do prefer women to 
wear hats when invoking the name 
of Almighty God in taking the 
oath.”—Mr Justice Croom-JOHNSON, 
reported in London Daily Mirror. 

“ ” 

I feel safer in the Army than I 
did on my job.”—Pvt Cart NEUFFER, 
now of the 72nd Gen’l Hospital di- 
vision; formerly a wild animal 
trainer. 
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Creed For a War Wife 
RutH MILLETT 


Scripps-Howard Newspapers 





Eprror1at Note: Because the War 
Wife is becoming so important a 
factor in our social life, QUOTE 
prints this timely counsel with the 
suggestion that you pass it along 
to War Wives of your acquaintance. 





I will live for today as well as 
for the future. It would be foolish 
for me to think, because my hus- 
band and I are separated, that this 
is just a period for marking time. 

I will face my loneliness instead 
of trying to run from it by going 
somewhere and doing something 
every minute. What I want to be 
is a calm, poised person who has 
inner strength to draw on. I will 
stand alone, not reach cut for some- 
one to lean on. If I should go back 
to my family to live I will not be- 
come dependent on them, finan- 
cially or emotionally. 

I will use this period of separa- 
tion to try to understand my mar- 
riage and my husband and myself. 
Out of that understanding can 
come a better, fuller life when we 
are back together. 

I will not grow sensitive, think- 
ing that because I am no longer 
half of a couple my friends whose 
husbands are still with them no 
longer want me around. It is up 
to me to be interesting enough to 
be enjoyed for myself. 

I will not fall a victim to self- 
pity. I will never think of myself 
as a poor, lonely woman—or wonder 
why this had to happen to mE and 
MY marriage. 

These months or years of separa- 
tion will be a period of growth for 
my husband, and there is no rea- 
son why they cannot be for me. 

This is my creed and I will start 
living by it today. 


Creed for Our Need 


Buy War Bonds first 
Pay taxes cheerfully 
Don’t traffic in rumors 
Think twice—buy once 
Buy only what you need 
Carry away what you buy 
Take care of what you buy 
Wear out what you buy 
Use up what you buy 
Stacking up is sabotage 
Hitler loves a hoarder 
Goebbels loves a griper 
Only a Quisling is chiseling 
Black market—black plague 
Respect the ration system 
Ration fights inflation 
Panic-buying never pays 
Loose-buying always loses 
Waste not—want not 
Walk—work—win 
And buy more War Bonds! 
—Vogue, 2-1-"43. 


AMERICANISM—Contrast 


Mrs Hildegrade Faje, Astoria, 
Long Island, is a citizen of U S. 
She harbored, concealed and as- 
sisted two Nazi saboteurs. 

Mrs. Joe Kovach, Pittsburgh, an 
alien who has trouble reciting the 
Constitution, has given seven sons 
to Uncle Sam.—The Woman, 2-’43. 


BACKGROUND 


AN Y furniture auctioneer point- 
ed out to a ponderous cabinet, an 
ornate piece with ebony marquetry 
and a hand-painted porcelain cen- 
terpiece. Originally purchased for 
$2200, it would bring no more than 
$100. It lacked a pedigree. Had 
the piece belonged to Vanderbilt 
estate, it would have sold for $1500. 
— Howard Wuitman, “Trickiest 
Trade on Earth”, Coronet, 2-’43. 


CIVILIZATION 


The roots of human civilization 
are in Asia, not in Europe. It is in 
Asia that people have learned the 
ways of living together that bring 
peace; the laws of individual and 
collective freedom.—Prart S Buck, 
“Asia Alienated”, American Feder- 
ationist, magazine of A F of L,1-’43 


FAME 


United Seaman’s Service runs a 
canteen on 37th St. A lady volun- 
teer was accosted the other day by 
an old salt who congratulated her 


on the work. “You're a great woman, 
ma’am” he said, “Maybe no Flor- 
ence Nightingale or Lydia Pinkham, 
but a great woman just the same.” 
—The New Yorker, 1-2-’43. 


FINANCE—Foreign 

To the Indionesians, gold and sil- 
ver have no value. The accepted 
currency is beautiful colored sea- 
shells. As_ shells are fragile, the 
money supply must be renewed 
from time to time. But with the 
Japanese occupation of the Indies, 
the sources of these shells were in 
enemy hands. 

Finally, administering officials 
sent a Netherlands officer to Aus- 
tralia, but these beaches yielded no 
satisfactory shells. But at last the 
seeking official found a solution. He 
led astonished Dutch associates to 
the toy dep’t of a leading store, 
pointed to shiny shells sold for the 


play of Australian children. “No 
more deflation!” he exulted. 
“There’s your money!” He ret’d to 


his district with bag after bag of 
the gay shells, restoring happiness 
and prosperity to the people— 
Knickerbocker Weekly, 1-25-’43. 


FORTUNE—Favorable 


When a man has good news, he 
does, if he is wise, three things. 
Knowing the infinite chances of 
this uncertain life, he is thankful. 
Knowing also the inevitable ebb 
and flow of fortune, he prepares for 
a reverse. And—most important of 
all—knowing that success in some 
degree must be earned, he studies 
to deserve it—ArtTHUR Bryant, /I- 
lustrated London News, 12-5-’42. 


GOD— in Nature 


As a boy, my deepest contacts 
with God were when the sun would 
set in summer evening glory of ma- 
jestic red, blue and gold. That was 
where God was, and he wasn’t a 
white-haired old man; he wasn’t a 
member of the Earnest Workers So- 
ciety, or even a Presbyterian. He 
was a Glory. He was a terrible, 
eternal, righteous Beauty. He was 
the Form into which all life was 
fitted. He was all the things in the 
world that didn’t die. He was the 
Impossible that was possible. And 
most of all, He was the winner of 
a noble battle with the Yankees, the 
Spaniards and the Devil—Joun 
TEMPLE GrRavVES, “Forever and Ever, 
Amen”, Va Quarterly Review, Win- 
ter, °43. 
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“Bathhouse John” Takes the Ladies to the Cleaners 


Perhaps Lincoln Steffens was a bit on the exuberant side when he called 
John J. Coughlin most colorful politician that ever lived. But then, again, 


no one who ever beheld “Bathhcuse John” 
accuse him of harboring a passion for pastels! 


in his sartoriai splendor would 
In LorDS OF THE LEVEE 


(Bobbs-Merrill, $3) Lloyd Wendt and Herman Kogan recount the saga of 
“Bathhouse John” and of his diminutive partner, “Hinky-Dink” Kenna, 
who combined their tenuous talents to rule Chicago’s tough old First 


Ward. “The Bath” broke and broken—died last year. 
is a shadowy wraith. 
appear. “Then, the legend. . 


“The Hink”, at 84 


With his passing, the old First Ward itself may dis- 
. will really begin.” 


But things were different—very different—in the early summer of 1914: 


By 1914 a long fight of women 
suffragists for the franchise had 
reached a climax in Illinois. Not 
only could women vote but, joy of 
joys, they were permitted to run for 
office. At once, they organized the 
Cook County Suffrage Alliance, they 
infiltrated into scores of newfangled 
political movements, and in Chicago 
they vied with Harold L. Ickes in 
running affairs of the Progressive 
party. 

Merry, indeed, was the reaction of 
the First Ward to the challenge of 
Marion Drake, who opposed Bath- 
house John in his perennial cam- 
paign for Alderman. “We're turn- 
ing the _ searchlight on the First 
Ward!” was Miss Drake’s battlecry. 
Hundreds of women rushed to her 
banner, thirsting for the defeat of 
Bathhouse John. She used them 
all, sending the bravest to canvass 
the toughest precincts. . . 

On election morn, the searchlight 
was still on the First Ward. Early, 
the Coughlin workers hustled their 
floaters into the ward from outlying 
districts. Miss Drake’s protests 
went unheard, likewise her plea to 
the police for special officers. “Car- 
loads of bums are being delivered at 
intervals in the Fourth Precinct” 
she charged. “There” she added 
“they stumble out and are greeted 
by a man in green who hands them 
specimen ballots.” 

They were not speimen ballots. 
It was Hinky-Dink’s chain voting 
system in operation. Genuine bal- 
lots had been obtained, and were 
marked for Bathhouse John. A 
floater deposited one of these in the 


ballot box, and brought back with 
him the ballot he had received at 
the polling place. This he surren- 
dered for a fee, and it was marked 
and given to another floater. That 
insured that every vote paid for 
was really cast for Coughlin. 

All over the First Ward Cough- 
lin’s workers hustled out to vote. 
Those in charge on this important 
day were the gun fighters, sluggers, 
whore-house keepers and _ saloon 
owners. In a brothel precinct girls 
came in hordes, still in their work- 
ing costumes. They swore quite 
blithely they could neither read nor 
write and asked the judges for in- 
structions, thus affording a pretext 
to have democratic judges enter the 
voting booth to mark the ballots for 
them. 

Whenever suffragettes or Drake 
workers appeared at the polls, they 
were pushed aside while police 
stared elsewhere. At the end of the 
day, Marion Drake knew her valiant 
fight had been a losing one. The 
first sign that Coughlin had won 
was shouting in the streets, and the 
din in Clark street saloons. Ike 
Bloom came personally to the Drake 
headquarters to sneer at the down- 
hearted women. “G’wan, take those 
figures back to your girls,” he said, 
fiashing an election bulletin. “That’s 
what we do to ’em when they run 
against our friend.” 

Elsewhere in the city the other 
lady candidates had fared as poorly. 
But in the rest of Illinois saloons 
were closed in a thousand districts 
by the feminine vote on local op- 
tion. 








LOYALTY—Russian 


I remember things like visiting a 
soldier’s hospital in Moscow and 
talking with a wounded man. The 
doctor told me he couldn’t fight 
agains But I asked him what he 
planned to do. He seemed surprised 
at my question and said: 

“Why, I’m going back to the front. 


There’s no one to take my place.” 

“Oh, don’t worry” I replied, “there 
are plenty of men in Russia to take 
your place.” 

“But you don’t understand,” he 
said earnestly. “No one can take 
another man’s place in a fight.”— 
LarRY LESUEUR, On a CBS Report 
to The Nation broadcast. 











MINING 
THE: 


MAGAZINES 


How About Tires?—We cannot 
tell what situation will be in East- 
ern states where gasoline is scarce 
because of lack of transportation; 
possibly motorists in other states 
will have their gasoline rations in- 
creased — perhaps only slightly — 
soon after January 1944. By this 
time synthetic rubber production 
will be well under way and we will 
know where we stand. Already we 
are giving retreads to civilians, 
whose tires wear out, for essential 
driving. As synthetic increases in 
1943, and fruits of rubber savings 
mature, we will be able to increase 
retreading. If all goes well, in 1944, 
there will be new tires and retreads 
for almost everybody .. . rationing 
will exist only to prevent waste. 

This is a hope, not a promise. We 
can’t be sure about anything, and 
we are going to play safe. 

Too many people have this ra- 
tioning picture upside down. Idea 
isn’t to deprive you of gasoline; 
sole aim is to make sure that you 
and your neighbors have every 
ounce of rubber you need. Your 
tires are good, so why should you 
be forced to conserve? We have to 
force you to save tires because you 
may have to use them to carry that 
man next door and his friends. Your 
good tires are a reserve for safety. 
We might need them. 

This rationing program will be 
operated by common sense. We 
must save rubber, but we must also 
get people to work, deliver goods 
and produce food. Red tape will not 
be allowed to interfere with neces- 
sary civilian activity. It would be 
monstrous to penalize any Ameri- 
can unnecessarily. . . We shall re- 
lax restrictions as rapidly as pos- 
sible, starting by recapping and re- 
placing in a steadily increasing 
quantity tires that are so bad the 
motor car is about to become use- 
less—Wman M Jerrers, Rubber Direc- 
tor, “Your Chances for Tires in 
43,” American, 2-’43. 
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News of the New 


GADGETS: Now that “Bring 
your coffee!” has become social slo- 
gan, there’s growing need for spe- 
cial kit, just announced. Tube con- 
tainer, in red, black or tan case, 
holds 2 tablespoons coffee. 

“ ” 

MEDICINE: A M A council on 
pharmacy and chemistry and coun- 
cil on industrial health gave little 
encouragement last week to those 
susceptible to respiratory disorders. 
Neither vaccines nor vitamins have, 
at present, any practical value in 
preventing colds, according to re- 
port which summed up findings to 
date in 13 fateful words: “There 
are no effective methods available 
for the prevention of the common 
cold.” 





“ ” 


PROCESSES: Revolutionary news 
comes from Pacific coast. An- 
nouncement of new method of pow- 
dering orange juice, with only 2% 
vitamin loss; unlike earlier process, 
it requires no heat (heating means 
vitamin loss; affects flavor.) Water 
added to powder is said to produce 
beverage that “tastes exactly like 
fresh juice.” This may result in vast 
change in entire citrus industry. 


TELEVISION: Fortune magazine, 
in a report on Technology & Post- 
war Life, reminds us that plane de- 
tector, now playing such important 
part in war, is essentially a tele- 
vision device. It has given such im- 
petus to manufacture of short wave 
transmitters, receiving tubes and 
luminous screens that improved 
television will be one of earliest 
postwar industries. 

“ ” 

VITAMINS: Determining nutri- 
tional needs of an individual from 
analysis of a minute particle of 
muscle is probable early develop- 
ment, according to Harvard spe- 
cialists, reporting in Science. Bit of 
muscle, secured by needle prick, is 
subjected to micro muscle biopsy, 
which determines whether person 
is well nourished with respect to 
vitamin Bl, and probably other vita- 
mins as well. Test may have great 
practical value because mild de- 
grees of thiamin (Bl) vitamin lack 
lead to illness difficult to diagnose 
as symptoms are not clear-cut. 





To a 14-Year-Old 


I dream that you will be big— 
big enough for big horizons. I 
have moved about enough to feel 
at home in many parts of the 
U S. But next to you, I'll be a 
hick. You will range the globe: 
to London between meals, to 
Tahiti on vacation, over the pole 
to Russia. 


Little people, left over from my 


earth-bound generation, travel 
with their bodies and _ their 
prejudices. You will travel 


with your sympathies and your 
humanity. . . “The hills of home”, 
for you, will be the ribs of the 
great earth, and your circle of 
neighborliness will exclude no 
land, or ocean, or people-—Farns- 
WORTH CROWDER, “To a Citizen of 
Tomorrow”, Survey Graphic, 
1-'43. 











MARRIAGE—In Wartime 

You who are marking time—wait- 
ing for marriage to begin after your 
husbands come back from army or 
navy—are laying a cornerstone for 
divorce already. . . You won't act- 
ually lose the hold over your hus- 
bands while they are in service. 
The critical time is when they come 
back to you. To keep faith with 
your man, you must also keep pace. 

If you begin at once to study the 
art of wifehood as scientifically as 
you study your first aid and short- 
hand, you'll be investing in matri- 
monial dividends that will last a 
lifetime——MarJgor1ieE BiInrorD Woops, 
“Your Divorce—How to Prevent it’, 
Chicago Tribune, 1-10-’43. 


MARRIED LIFE 


I think women envy men. Why, 
I can’t understand, since women 
control 85% of wealth and have 
things about their own way. But 
they do envy men, and if a woman 
simply can’t be a man, she tries to 
get hold of some man and change 
him into the sort of man she would 
like to be if she were a man— 
Francis Porrer, “That Woman 
Question Again”, Rotarian, 2-’43. 


PATRIOTISM 

Patriotic Note: The Daily Work- 
er, communist news organ, now of- 
fers an American flag as a subscrip- 
tion lure. 


Confidentially 





aphone 


Pea. 


In making your federal tax re- 
turn, don’t neglect Sec 127 of the 
*42 Revenue Act which, for 1st time, 
permits deduction of certain med- 
ical, dental and hospital expenses. 
. . Those high in gov’t health coun- 
cils are gravely concerned over care 
of casualties returned from African 
and European fronts. Indications 
are high percentage may have to 
be brought here for convalenscence; 
will tax every facility to care for 
them. 

Some concern is expressed lest 
practice of veterinary surgery be- 
come a lost art in rural sections. 
Vets flock to urban centers, to at- 
tend cats, dogs and fancy pets, 
leaving farm livestock neglected. 

Many months ago, QuorTe forecast 
that scrap shortage in U S would 
force ships returning from conflict 
areas to bring battlefield scrap in 
ballast. This wk there’s report that 
such scrap is now coming in from 
So Pacific and N Africa. 

At last count, major league ball 
teams had lost 201 men to armed 
services. But managers have con- 
solation that losses are pretty even- 
ly distributed. Sports men say it’s 
lucky break Pres Roosevelt and Joe 
Eastman of Office of Defense Trans- 
portation are both hot baseball 
fans. They’re doing what they can 
to keep game alive for duration. 


U S troops in Africa now carry 


“barter bags” containing beads, 
perfumes, candies, cigarettes, to 
provide “a basis for trading for 


local products” . . . Scientists, who 
can imitate hundreds of flavors 
with exactness that will fool hu- 
man taste buds, admit one out- 
standing failure—they can’t make 
synthetic coffee! But, here’s a real 
deal: Your. local Red Cross will 
rade you a cup of coffee for a pint 
cf blood. All blood donors get the 
piping beverage (or milk if prefer- 
red) plus a sandwich and ice cream. 
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“My sword I give to him that 
shall succeed me in my pilgrim- 
age, and my courage and skill to 
him that can get it.’—Joun Bun- 
YAN, Pilgrim’s Progress. 











PRAYER— in Peril 


Bartek had a New Testament in 
his jumper pocket. Watching him 
read it, the thought came to me 
that we might all profit by his ex- 
ample. I am not a religious man, 
but I was taught the Lord’s Prayer 
at my mother’s knee and I had gone 
to Sunday School. If I had any re- 
ligion in my later life, it was based 
on the Golden Rule. Yet I have al- 
ways been conscious of God. 


With the New Testament as an 
inspiration, we held morning and 
evening prayers. The rafts were 
pulled together, making a rough 
triangle. Then, each in turn, one 
of us would read a passage. None 
of us, I must confess, showed him- 
self to be very familiar with them, 
but thumbing the book we found 
one that more than any other be- 
spoke our needs. This we never 
failed to read: 


Therefore take no thought, say- 
ing, What shall we eat? or What 
shall we drink?. or, Wherewithal 
shall we be clothed? ... For your 
heavenly Father knoweth that ye 
have need of all these things. But 
seek ye first the Kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you. 
Take therefore no thought for the 
morrow; for the morrow shall take 
thought for the.things of itself. 
Sufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof —(Matthew 6-31-34) 

One or two turned scornful and 
bitter because the answer was slow 
in coming, but the rest went on 
praying with deep-felt hope. Yet we 
did not neglect anything that might 
help us to help ourselves—Capt 
Eppre RICKENBACKER, “Pacific Mis- 
sion”, Life, 1-25-’43. 


American Scene 


Short Snorter 


ELEANOR ROOSEVELT 


My husband has never enjoyed 
the mere sense of flight the way I 
do, and I am quite sure that having 
to start out at 4 a. m. was not a 
great pleasure to him. At the first 
opportunity we have for frivolous 
conversation, I am going to find out 
whether he has already been made 
a “short snorter.” If he has, I shall 
use my ingenuity to catch him some 
day separated from his bill. 

For those who may not know 
what this means, I should explain 
that you are a “short snorter” 
when you fly across an ocean, and 
the fraternity has grown quite large 
of late. One of the rules is that a 
new member must pay a dollar to 
every member present at his initi- 
ation. If he is ever separated from 
his bill, which all members are sup- 
posed to carry on their persons, and 
he cannot produce it within a given 
number of minutes, he must again 
pay a dollar to all members present 





for his infraction of the rule— 
From Mrs. Roosevelt’s snydicated 
Feature, My Day. 

EpITorRIAL NOTE: Mrs R’s explana- 
tion seems to us not quite clear. 
Short Snorters are an informal 
gang who gallavant the globe. They 
hold no set meetings; may bob up 
anywhere, any time. Three Short 
Snorters are required to initiate a 
new member. Procedure: the initi- 
ate provides a crisp dollar bill for 
each member present, plus one for 
himself. The latter is autographed 
by all present and becomes the new 
member’s Certificate of Member- 
ship. As he meets other members, 
they exchange autographs. Some 
veterans of the order have a dozen 
or more bills, covered with auto- 
graphs. 

The trick is to catch a member 
at some inopportune time; chal- 
lenge him to produce his bill. If he 
can’t do so within two minutes, he 
must pay a dollar (or a drink) to 
each member of the challenging 
group. 








SAFETY—Psychology 


A K C pedestrian crosses a busy 
street intersection against the red 
light. With the aid of fast foot- 
work and a kind providence, he 
makes it safely. There, a traffic of- 
ficer extends his hand in hearty 
greeting: “Fine, my boy! Fine! I 
want to congratulate you on having 
violated the city’s traffic code—and 
come out of it alive.” 

Theory: such treatment has more 
effect on violators than any tongue- 
lashing that could be administered. 
—Good Business, 2-’43. 


SECRETS—Safeguarding 


When a soldier from Ft. Clark, 
Tex goes on furlough he is handed 
four “iron crosses.” If he hears an- 
other soldier spilling secrets over a 
beer, he hands the offender a cross 
and walks away. “The theory” says 
Lt Col C B Wales, “is that if he 
walks over and tells the offender 
to shut up, the feliow might take 
a swing at him. By the time he 


turns the cross over and reads the 
message, ‘Presented for Voluntarily 
Exposing Information Beneficial to 
the Enemy’ the lad who handed it 
to him is out of range.”—Yank, The 
Army Newspaper, 1-27-’43. 


TAXES 


Even though Uncle Sam is stern 
with taxdodgers, he still doesn’t 
want more than his fair share. Last 
year he handed back $169 millions 
to folks who had overpayed their 
assessments—almost half as much 
as he collected from citizens who 
had shortchanged him.—MIcHaAEL 
Evans, “Pitfalls for Taxpayers”, 
Coronet, 2-’43. 


WOMEN—in War 


War has always made demands 
on women, and we have always met 
them—as women. But in this war, 
we must take the place of men... 
and still go on being women.— 
“Needed: Womanpower!” Madem- 
oiselle, 1-"43. 
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FROM 
J esteryear 


Abraham Lincoln 


JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL 





Mr. Lowell began his celebrated 
essay while ABRAHAM LINCOLN was 
still occupying the Presidential 
chair; completed it shortly after the 
tragic death of the beloved leader. 
It is significant that he looked back 
thru no sentimental haze, but wrote 
contemporaneously of the Man and 
not the Myth. 





One secret of Mr. Lincoln’s re- 
markable success is an unconscious- 
ness of self which enables him, 
though under necessity of con- 
stantly using the capital J, to do it 
without any suggestion of egotism. 
There is no single vowel which 
men’s mouths can pronounce with 
such difference of effect. 

Mr. Lincoln, has in the earnest sim- 
plicity and unaffected Americanism 
ot his own character, one art of 
oratory worth all the rest. He for- 
gets himself so entirely in his object 
as to give his 7] the sympathetic 
and persuasive effect of We. 
Homely, dispassionate, showing all 
the rough-edged process of his 
thought as it goes along, yet arriving 
at his conclusions with an honest 
kind of every-day logic, he is so 
eminently our representative man 
that, when he speaks, it seems as 
if the people were listening to their 
own thinking aloud. The dignity of 
his thought owes nothing to any 
ceremonial garb of words, but to 
the manly movement that comes of 
settled purpose and an energy of 
reason that knows not what rhet- 
oric means. He has always address- 
ed the intelligence of men, never 
prejudices, passion, or ignorance. 

On the day of his death, this 
simple Western attorney was the 
most absolute ruler in Christendom, 
and this solely by the hold his 
good-natured sagacity had laid on 
the hearts and understandings of 
his countrymen. .. Never before 
that startled April morning did 
such multitudes of men shed tears 
for the death of one they had never 
seen, as if with him a friendly pres- 
ence had been taken away, leaving 
their lives colder and darker. 


(s00d Stories 


YOU CAN USE... 


In a recent court trial in Los 
Angeles, the prosecuting lawyer 
ridiculed a witness because he said 
his increased business resulted from 
his faith in God. 

The judge reprimanding the 
lawyer, said: “If you will look on 
any coin of the U S you will find 
the motto, ‘In God We Trust’. I 
am not going to let you, in a Court 
oi Justice of the U S, insult that 
belief by trying to prove that good 
fortune came thru human means 
when the witness said it came thru 
his own appeal to God.—Christian 
Science Monitor. 








I LAUGHED AT THIS ONE 


WENDELL L WILLKIE 


There were once two men 
who were the only survivors of 
a shipwreck. For two days they 
floated in an open lifeboat with 
nothing to eat or drink. 

When their plight became 
desperate, one of them decided 
to pray. He dropped to his 
knees and began, “I’ve been 
leading the wrong kind of life 
for a long, long time. But if I 
am allowed to get out of this 
I promise for the rest of my 
days on earth—” 

“Hold on a minute” said the 
other man. “Don’t commit 
yourself. I think I see land!”— 
—Coronet. 








A Negro employee button-holed 
Walter Rouzer, manager of the din- 
ing room in the Union Station, to- 
day and asked: 

“What’s this new dee-duction in 
my check?” 

Rouzer informed him that was 
for the victory tax. 

The Negro beamed. 

“Boss, did we win?” he asked 
excitedly—A UP Dispatch from 
Kansas City. 


Out Like a Light 


Mary had a little lamp, 
She filled it with benzine; 

She went to light her littie lamp, 
And hasn’t since benzine. 


This is how our duty sergeant 
organized the platoon to police up 
a certain area: 

He divided the platoon into three 
groups: College graduates, high- 
school graduates and the others. To 
the college men he assigned the 
task of picking up cigarette butts; 
the high-school men were told to 
pick up match sticks. 

“The rest of your guys without 
any education,” he said, “can stand 
around and learn something.”—Pvt 
THEODORE JOHNSON— Yank, The 
Army Newspaper. 


WISECRACKS 
of the Week 


All we have gathered to date 
concerning the exotic flora of 
the South Pacific islands is that 
if it doesn’t wear eyeglasses, 
it is a coconut.—Sen Soaper. 

“ ” 

We all hope for the day when 
isms will be wasms. — J W 
LoscH. 

“e ” 

“Who in Berlin remembers 
when “retreat” was a hideaway 
at Berchtesgaden, instead of 
the latest tidings from every 
front? 











Mother (to small son): “Now 
Johnnie, you can’t have the ham- 
mer to play with. You'll hit your 
fingers.” 

Johnnie: “No, I won’t, Mum- 
mie. Doris is going to hold the 
nails.”"—Philadelphia Bulletin. 








